
       

ESM Contest regulations 

IPMS Netherlands is organising an Open Competition for plastic scale models where scale modellers 

can compete for prizes and awards. 

These rules explain how models will be selected for prizes of Gold, Silver and Bronze. Additionally, 

models can be awarded Highly Commended or Commended certificates. 

The most important thing for a model is to have an ‘original in scale’ impression, and a decent 

finish. 

Every model entered into the competition will be judged by knowledgeable judges, with no regard 

for other competing models. The number of entries will not be taken into account. 

Upon entering a model, the builder will be required to state the category in which the model is 

entered. This is done to place models together according to category, and to improve the efficiency 

of the competition and the judging process. 

We want to encourage the younger modeller to enter. Their models will be placed in category JAL 

(Youth All Ages) and the age of the entrant will be taken into account during judging. 

Judging is, and will remain, work by fallible humans. However, judging must be accountable, 

therefore a system of criteria by which a model is judged will be applied.  

These criteria have been categorized as follows: 

[UIT] Alignment 

[AFW] Quality of seams, panel lines and surface detail 

[SPU] Quality of (air) brush work 

[DEC] Quality of decal application and (air) brushed markings 

[DET] Quality of detail application. 

The following are aspects that judges will look at, but this list is not exhaustive. 

[UIT] ALIGNMENT 

The model has been built neatly and all main parts are correctly aligned. 

[AFW] QUALITY OF SEAMS, PANEL LINES AND SURFACE DETAIL 

a. Glue seams and glue are invisible and extractor marks, mould deficiencies etc. are  neatly 

corrected. 

b. The model is free of scratches and panel lines and applied panels etc. are consistent 

c. Clear parts are free of smudges from paint or glue 

d. Clear parts have been applied without gaps 

e. If the model has been altered, converted or corrected, the finish of the altered details must 

be consistent 

f. No visible puttied seams or transition between different materials used in construction will 

be in evidence 

g. Panel lines or other details that have been removed by sanding during construction, will 

have been reinstated consistent with the general finish of the model 

[SPU] QUALITY OF (AIR) BRUSH WORK 

          



In judging the quality of the paint and colour scheme the most important aspect is a realistic 

‘original in scale’ impression of the finish. 

Keep in mind: 

a. A realistic colour scheme improves the merit of the model, as does a complicated colour 

scheme. A slipshod finish leads to a lower assessment  

b. Be careful in judging the accuracy of colours and tints. On the original subjects these altered 

between batches of paints, and by the ravages of time and circumstance. Beware that the 

lighting in a completion area makes it hard to judge colours. Therefore, colours and tints 

should only be judged in a general way 

c. A correct finish has no evidence of spats, runs, brush marks or ridges caused by tape. No 

sanding marks, fingerprints of imbedded dust particles should be in evidence 

d. The finish of, for instance, window frames in vehicles and canopies in aircraft should be 

crisp 

e. If done in a realistic manner, the application of weathering, aging, accident- or combat 

damage may lead to a higher assessment of the model. However, a brand new appearance 

may also result in high marks, if done realistically and consistently 

As may be concluded from the above: a realistic ‘original in scale’ appearance without shoddy 

workmanship is of crucial importance. 

[DEC] QUALITY OF DECAL APPLICATION AND (AIR) BRUSHED MARKINGS 

a. Decals should be correctly positioned in adherence to the original and no silvering, creases, 

tears or visible borders of carrier film should be visible 

b. (Air) brushed markings should show no ridges (see [SPU] par. C) 

c. Decals and markings should be weathered or coloured consistent with the finish of the 

model in its entirety 

[DET] THE QUALITY OF DETAIL APPLICATION 

a. Details should be of a size consistent with the original in scale impression. For instance 

hatches and railings of ships, wheel doors and leading edges of aircraft, harnesses’ of 

figurines and fenders of vehicles must appear to be of scale thickness 

b. Cannon barrels, exhausts, ventilation openings and grids should be open or give the 

impression that they are 

c. Details such as wiring, and piping of ships or vehicles, added clothing articles of figurines 

etc. may lead to a higher assessment. Other examples are realistic welding seams, 

deepened panel lines, rivets, etc. The main thing is that details should be applied 

consistently and appear to be an integral part of the model 

d. Resin aftermarket parts often show a horrible fit with the model that they were made for. 

Assembly and fit of comprehensive photo-etch sets needs special skills. Scratch building and 

installing your own details form a different challenge. One is not better than the other. 

With all these sorts of extra detailing the most important question is: is the addition of 

these extra details consistent with the rest of the model? Does it bring the model to a 

higher level? 

ABOUT JUDGING DIORAMAS 

A model may stand alone or be part of a diorama or scene. The diorama may be seen as ‘a model of 

parts’. 

a. If a model is presented on a base with a minimum of one accessory and one figurine, it is 

classed as a diorama 



b. A diorama is judged on the building quality of the model of the main theme and on 

composition. The quality of the other models in the diorama is important but are judged on 

their consistency with the main theme 

FINALLY 

Does the model give the impression that you are watching an ‘original in scale’? This is not to 

mean that a purple Ferrari is ‘not done’. But a British jet fighter will not be loaded with Russian 

ordnance. (in the case of a ‘What If’ , Fantasy or Science Fiction model no comparison can of 

course be made with ‘original in scale’). 

Judges will be expected to be knowledgeable but need not know all variants of all originals. That 

is impossible. The entrant may supply limited information with the model but this is not 

obligatory. When no information is supplied, the model will be judged according to the general 

criteria. 

 

 

THE COMPETITION AND THE JUDGES 

Entrants to a scale model competition take the trouble to show their creation and have spent a 

lot of effort and love of modelling in its construction. A model deserves a correct judgement 

and an accountable result of the judging. Judges have a responsible job vis-à-vis the entrant and 

must show great integrity. The competition organizers will make sure that the judging is honest 

and accountable.  

Points of interest are: 

a. The judges are appointed in good faith by the organizers. Judges often have their own 

modelling specialty. 

b. Each model is judged by several judges. Each judge decides in good faith the worth of a 

model. Judges within a category may discuss a model but need not agree 

c.  The appointed judges in each category fill in a form for each model. The lay out of the form is 

designed to simplicate the judging. 

d. The identity of the modeller may not influence the judging. An unknown modeller may have 

constructed an excellent model, a known winner may have entered an off-model. 

e. A judge may not judge his own work or recommend it to other judges. In case of conflict, let the 

other judges do the work or ask the organizers to supply an alternative judge. 

f. Judging will not be discussed outside the group of judges and organizers. 

g. Results will be determined and published by the organizers and are binding. 

h. After publication of the results the organizers may be queried by entrants about their models. 

The organisers will always try to answer questions as fully as possible, even if the answer may 

not be what the entrant desires to hear. 

FINALLY 

-All models are entered at the risk of the entrant! Damage or loss of a model will not be 

compensated and IPMS Netherlands will bear no responsibility. 

-Models once entered in the competition may not be re-entered for a period of 5 years 

-The organizers may consider models or dioramas as unfit for public display. These models can be 

refused entry, or be removed from the competition.  

-In cases where the above rules do not apply, the organizers will make a binding decision. 

-Separate prizes or awards may be given by third parties according to criteria composed by them. 

Such prizes are outside the responsibility of the competition organizers. 

 


